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This  paper  presents  and  discusses  examples  of  typical  circumstantial  clause combining  (CCC)  in 
spoken Egyptian Arabic (EA) with the aim of throwing further light on mechanisms of unmarked 
hypotactic clause linkage. By ‘unmarked’ is meant, that no overt marker of hypotax is used, like a 
subordinating conjunction. These ‘unmarked’ hypotactic clauses represent an alternative resource in 
the  language  to  ‘conjunction-marked’  hypotactic clauses,  i.e.  adverbial  clauses  in  traditional 
grammar.1 Their function is enhancing to use Halliday’s terminology (Halliday 2004, 416-22), see also 
Matthiessen and Thompson 1988, 283-84 and Isaksson 2009, 3-4. “Enhancing hypotaxis is defined as 
clause combining where the enhancing (‘subordinated’) clause expresses some kind of circumstantial  
relation to a head, be it general circumstantial, condition, reason, purpose, cause, time, space, manner,  
or means” (Isaksson 2009, 4).

The examples have been grouped in two main categories, syndetic clauses (introduced by connective, 
wa) and asyndetic clauses (without a connective). The distinction syndesis/asyndesis also represents a 
difference  in  clause  type  and  a  difference  in  relative  positions  on  a  stipulated  cline  of 
grammaticalization, where ‘connective-less’ linkage may give rise to verb phrases, where the former 
head verb has developed into an auxiliary verb. 

Another important feature of hypotactic clause combining is the interplay between verbal forms in the 
head clause and the hypotactic clause respectively. In many cases verbal ‘gram switches’ are clearly  
indicative of hypotaxis. Yet, it is often annulated by other factors governing the choice of verb form.  
When, for instance, narration goes on in the prefix form of the verb, which is especially common in 
EA procedural narration, i.e. wedding ceremonies, the contrast is not maintained. In such cases, the  
status of clauses has to be inferred from context.

To be able to carry out the analysis successfully, other features, central to EA discourse, has had to be 
addressed. These are, (1) General asyndesis as a much favoured device of plot management in EA; (2)  
Tense preferences in narratives and procedural accounts; (3) The expansion of the active participle into  
the  EA verb  system;  (4)  Asyndetic  CCC as  a  growth area  of  periphrasis  and  narrative  discourse 
markers, e.g. rā  ‘go’, ām ḥ ʾ ‘get up’ and gih ‘come’, e.g., e.g. u na ṛ ḥ sakkīn albāb, gaflīn. ‘and then 
we closed the door and locked it’ (110.16:335a).

The around 1000 ‘candidate’ CCC examples of the study were taken from a corpus of narratives found  
in published works of EA as well as a few unpublished  audio-recordings obtained from professor  
Manfred  Woidich.  The  published  materials  are  Behnstedt  &  Woidich’s  linguistic  atlas  of  rural 
Egyptian dialects and a published blog novel  by an Egyptian young lady,  Ghada Abdel  Aal ,  see 
references below.
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1 The terms  hypotactic and dependent  will be used instead of subordinate, and the term enhancing 
instead of adverbial, to avoid the idea that circumstantial clauses would always have to be ‘embedded’  
the head clause, as one of its constituents. Syndetic circumstantial clauses are rather loosely connected  
to the head clause, sometimes not sharing any of its participants, and so, it cannot be considered to be 
embedded.
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